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1. Introduction

From the end of the 1950’s, the exploration of Bohemian and Moravian medieval villages constituted a stan-
dard and gradually unfolding component of the programme of medieval archaeology (Smetdnka 1965; 1971,
Nekuda 1971, 1973, Smetdnka 1974, Kldpsté - Zemlidka 1979; Kldpsté - Smetdnka 1982, MéFinsky 1982,
1991, Nekuda 1982, 1984, Kldpité et al. 1994). The idea of the medieval period in these countries covers the
time between the invasion of Slavic population groups from the 6th - to the beginning of the 16th centuries.
This period of history is further subdivided into a) Early Middle Ages (EMA), from the 6th to the beginning
of the 13th centuries, and b) High and Late Middle Ages (HMA), from the 13th century to the beginning of
the 16th century. This approximate periodisation, based on historical studies, is in accordance with the ar-
chaeological evidence, what enables easier debate between various disciplines. Bohemian and Moravian
history seems to have reached a general turning point during the 13th century which is of great importance
for the understanding of the changes of life in rural settlements (Smetdnka 1989, Kldpsté 1989, 1991,
1994a).

The results and problems to be introduced of on this occasion follow out of the activities of several insti-
tutions, the foremost among them being the Moravské zemské muzeum (Moravian Land Museum) in Brno
and the Archaeological Institute in Prague. Let it be noted here that the Moravian museum did not fail to
grasp the opportunity for the presentation of the results of archaeological investigations of Bohemian and
Moravian medieval villages, and exhibitions were opened in a number of European cities. The share of work
undertaken by other institutions, especially those involved prevailingly in "rescue" archaeology (from 1993),
and also that of regional museums, has been gradually increasing; this is a trend that continues to the present
time and will continue into the future.

2. Traditions of Research

The first medieval sites of Bohemia and Moravia, the explorations of which stand up to the demands of ar-
chaeology, were opened in the second half of the 19th century. Most of the small excavations of Early
Medieval Villages (EMV’s) provided hardly any more than isolated pits and usually unstratified artefacts,
first and foremost pottery sherds.

Two examples of investigations of High Medieval Villages (HMV’s) provoke attention still at this time.
A settlement excavated at B&tin which was once erroneously interpreted as a barrow cemetery (Jelinek
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Fig. 1. DV Pfaffenschlag near Slavonice (distr. Jindfichiv Hradec). Layout of the completely excavated high medieval village, 13th-15th
centuries (Nekuda 1975).

1896; Smetdnka - Scheufler 1963) while another group of villages was explored in the Pod&brady region
(Hellich 1923). These have not lost their informative value for us (for Moravia Mé#insky 1977-78).

During the 1950’s, and especially during the 1960’s, a growing interest in excavations of DMV’s was
witnessed. Probably under the influence of Annales the pressure was strengthened by Czech historians to get
and use new, less conventional sources, mcludmg archaeological sources. Also of importance was the Scan-
dinavian inspiration (Vallhagar and famous Danish "Farms and Water-Mills" - M. Stenberger 1955; A.
Steensberg 1952), then the London DMVRG (Beresford 1954), and the influence of the geographically ori-
ented German schools (for instance Grimm 1939, Jankuhn 1952-55) or practical operations in Switzerland
(Guyan 1946).

During this period of time the investigations of EMV’s lagged behind, in spite of reiterated official proc-
lamations. The so-called Slavic archaeology demonstrated a priority interest in central-place sites, that is, in
hillforts. Only villages belonging to settlers of the Slavic invasion period were of interest, In this light the
site of Bfezno by Louny occupies a prime position as complete village layouts of the 6th-7th and 8th-9th
centuries were found (Pleinerovd 1965; 1975; newly was the picture of the oldest EMV’s villages completed
by Gojda - Kuna 1985). But overall archaeology has contributed very little to the knowledge of 8th-12th cen-
tury villages (cf. Dostdl 1987).

During the 1950’s and 60’s there were also excavations of villages dating to the Late Middle Ages,
which were originally conceived only as DMV explorations., Having opted for the "main focus" strategy
Moravian archaeologists concentrated on two selected sites, Pfaffenschlag near Slavonice and Msténice near
Hrotovice. Both localities enabled more detailed insights into the inner structures of the chosen villages (V.
Nekuda 1975; 1985; R. Nekuda 1 990). Bohemian archaeologists preferred a "mosaic strategy" with one main
supporting point. This was demonstrated in the DMV Svidna with unusually well-preserved surface features
(Smetdnka 1969, 1988).
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This approach has become more and more reflective of the growing amount of interference with the
study of historical landscapes. In general it may be said that both strategies complemented and influenced
each other well (Unger 1981).

In the course of the 1970’s and 80’s our research had grown to the extent that it had begun to integrate
new approaches. Bohemian studies were now based on investigations of regions covering up to several tens
of square kilometres. This was theoretically inspired by the interest in a deeper understanding of the wider
contexts of medieval settlement and of its macro-structures, such as the complex linkages between a town

" and its hinterland, Another reason behind this approach was the necessity to cope with the widescale destruc-
tion of historical landscapes by industrial, especially mining activities destroying the wider structural

relations. On a European scale, a warning example of this is the total destruction by open-cast lignite mining
of a medieval settlement zone in NW Bohemia of more than 100 villages and their fields.
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Fig. 2. DV Svidna near Slany (distr. Kladno). - 1 Plan of the surface features (destructions) of the village, 13th-15/16th centuries. - 2
Coincidence of the relics on the ground and excavated walls - indicated in black (Smetdnka 1988).
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Examples of Bohemian and Moravian regional studies with prevailing theoretical interests include inves-
tigations of settlement clustering in the hinterland of the medieval city of Prague (Kldpsté - Smetdnka -
Dragoun 1983), as well as studies of the emergence of the eastern Bohemian centres of Cdslav, Chrudim and
Vysoké Myto (Charvdt 1980; 1994, Frolik - Sigl 1995). Questions that received attention were concerning
also the agrarian vicinity of the south Bohemian town of Sezimovo-Usti, as well as the DMV’s excavated
there (Smetdnka 1967, 1972; Krajic 1980, 1983-84; Krajic - Eisler - Soudny 1984; Smetdnka - Skabrada -
Krajic 1988). Special attention was dedicated to the mining town of Most in NW Bohemia and to the struc-
tural changes in its hinterland (Kldpsté 1994b; Cernd ed. 1987; Bubentk - Veltmsky 1986, Meduna - Cernd
1991; 1992; Novdlek - Vareka 1994). A good example of the structural changes in a zone without a major
centre is the study of the region of Kostelec-nad-Cernymi-lesy (Kldpsté 1978; Smetdnka - Kldaps$té 1979,
1981; even so in Moravia Unger 1981). The rare exception is the last study of the Early Medieval settlement
structure in the basin of the River Vltava (Gojda 1988).

Moravian specialists continued the "main focus" strategy over this period of time. The Pfaffenschlag ex-
cavations have been closed and published, those of the Msténice settlement complex still continue and
publications are forthcoming (R. Nekuda 1990). A new research programme is the exploration of the DMV’s
of Bystfec, Kovilov and Pohofelice (V. Nekuda 1976b; Belcredi 1986; Unger et al. 1980). One excellent ex-
ample of landscape studies is the fieldwork being conducted in the hilly region of Drahanské-vrchovina
which has already documented several tens of villages together with extensive remains of field systems
(Cerny 1979; 1992). This result is so far unique in Bohemia and Moravia,

The balance of investigations during the 1970’s and 80’s includes a growing amount of attention dedi-
cated to the study of ecofacts and ecology of the villages, unfortunately on retrogresive base mostly (with
exception Sndsil 1971). The proportion of surface surveys, together with detailed geodesic-topographical
measurements, increases quite naturally (Smetdnka - Kldpsté 1979, Smetdnka - Kldp§té - Richterovd 1979),
Architectural investigations in the cores of living Bohemian villages provided the identification of several
tens of buildings, both houses and out-buildings, especially granaries and mills, from the end of the 15th and
16th centuries (Skabrada - Smetdnka 1974). Also the research of manor-houses and small fortified sites in
medieval villages took again part (Nekuda - Unger 1981). Only a small interest was payed to medieval vil-
lage churches, cemeteries and agricultural economy of monasteries (Blajerovd - Nechvdtal 1993, Hrdlicka -
Richter 1974; Unger et al. 1980; Brych 1989, Charvdtovd 1986).

Major features characterising contemporary archaeological studies of medieval villages in Bohemia and
Moravia are represented by a gradual decentralisation of the discipline and the emergence of new subjects of
archaeological activities including commercial archaeological agencies. This state of affairs links directly
with the increase in excavations of individual sites or rather single components or fragments thereof. In what
manner will this newly emerging situation contribute to the archaeological knowledge of our medieval vil-
lages?

A quantitative increase in segments of village situations, studied by relatively good quality excavations,
is perceptible even now. We may rather expect detailed analytical contributions to the study of single farm-
steads, or the accessible parts therein. We can also look forward to a considerable enrichment of the range of
items of material culture, significant especially in those parts of this country which have not undergone ex-
tensive fieldwork explorations up to now, A greater regularity in the spatial distribution of archaeological
knowledge will surely be the main result. Conversely, an integration of all new, mostly partial information,
could present a problem. This undoubtedly constitutes a subject for future debate.

3. Basic Research Results Now Available

3.1. The main result of studies of Bohemian and Moravian medieval villages is the emergence of a general
idea about the character of medieval rural milieu, better than can be reached from written sources, Thirty
years ago there was known practically nothing. Two main development stages of medieval villages are es-
sentially descernible. We move on fairly firm ground with villages of the initial period of Slavic occupation
in this country, The main building type of that period, a roughly square, single-room, sunken-floored struc-
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ture, can be easily identified through archaeology. Such structures (together with grain storage pits) clustered
in villages which sometimes display a dispersion or a trend towards enclosing a free congregation space but
not yet regullar village-green. Any elementary differentiation of individual farmsteads of later Early Medie-
val periods, when more structures were built on the surface level, presents serious obstacles. Our ideas
concerning the general layout of 8th-12th century villages are therefore fairly vague and must be now based
only on the field-work and on the most general considerations and analogies with other disciplines (eg. ico-
nography, ethnography - Smetdnka 1985, Frolec 1987, Vareka 1991a; 1991b). Currently we know that
progress may only be expected from the new detailed analytical investigations of well chosen sites which
have been preserved in depressions with good medieval or postmedieval soil cover and with the evidence of
continuous sedimentation (Meduna 1992).

3.2. The following phase, the villages of the High Middle Ages (13th century), is characterised initially by a
new stabilising quality, showing a relatively fixed delimitation of farmsteads, village cores and their eco-
nomic hinterlands. A state which emerged thereby has, with various modifications in a number of cases,
lasted until the present time. A major and conspicuous feature, discernible within the regional diversity char-
acterising Bohemia and Moravia, is represented by regularly organised village groundplans with regular
village greens. This category includes the Moravian sites of Pfaffenschlag and Msténice, as well as the Bohe-
mian Svidna, and others. Of course such well-organized communities existed in the 13-14th c. side by side
with less orderly or irregular villages such as Potdlov and Kravin by Tébor, or VyZlovka by Kostelec-nad-
Cernymi-lesy, and others. The 13th century ushers in also a regular spatial organisation of individual

Fig, 3. Stratov (distr. Nymburk). Layout of the high
medieval village (founded 1357); original situation
aproximately preserved in the cadastral map from
1842 (after J, Skabrada).
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farmsteads with firmly delimited courtyards and emergence of specialised outbuildings as a qualitative inno-
vation. The same century is also the period in which new, stabilised types of houses, usually with tripartite
layout (living room, entrance hall, storage room) emerged (V. Nekuda 1976a;, 1984; 1987; Belcredi 1986,
1987, Smetdnka 1994). The representation of less perishable building materials, for instance, stone (not
bricks), increases throughout this period. This 13th century total transformation of Bohemian and Moravian
villages, confirmed by archaeology, falls in with a transformation of our country as a whole. The introduc-
tion of located towns and the emergence of High Medieval castles can be identified during this same period.
This general restructuring of villages, and of all elements of life in the 13th century, constituted a fairly late
component of transformation in old Early Medieval agrarian Europe. On the other hand, the Bohemian and
Moravian belated transformation process acquired thereby a rather pronounced relatively quick and percepti-
ble character. This improves also its accessibility to archaeological research.,
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